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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed

£15 million; or
« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:

« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

» have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annuai Governance and Accountabiiity Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
« Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
» Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,

Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, buf which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no iater than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

+ an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
» notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 _ _ ‘
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:
« Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yelt unaudited;
« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4
- Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5
Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

Notice of conclusion of audit
« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you alsc publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual retum referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words 'external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and {©0&3
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

« The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any

mArnAantn maciet o Aannrcuad ko dha Anithoarib s and o mranarh baib A LA A
aMCnaMmeCnic Musi CCT UppiU YU u] wiC Quuncr Iy caina ...uu,.n..u, Wiuanca,

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

+ Use the checklist nprovided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

« The Annuai Governance Statement (Seclion 1) musi be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider. approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFOis required to commence the public rights pen’od which must be a single period of 30 workfng days for

Il IDPC‘L,MUII \ I.I na GAUIUUCD VUUU!\UI tub ai nu '.J\JLHIL; IlUHUGyO} VVI Il\.all uluau. Il !\AUUU I.I iC IIIDl IU wWOr I'\I! !9 Udyb UI dUIy

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

» Make sure that the copy of the hank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank

rannannilintinn Tha Aavtarmal aniditar maniet bha ahila 46 amraa tha bhanl ra~rAn~ a inm tn DAav O An o tha niim
rCCONCHIguon. «NC CXITmany auliltclrn Musu CcC aoiC o agrCC nl cand n.’u\.uu..m uCn WO O0X ¢ CN i aClouniung

statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More fieip un bank reconciliation is avaiiabie in ihe Fraciiiioners’ Guide™.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

- Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward trom the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which muet be a single period of 20 working daye for ingnection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on tne autnority website/weppage the information required by Keguiaton 15 (),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist - ‘No' answers mean you may not have met requirements

| All sections |Have all highligted boxes have been completed? .

: | mas ail adaitional informaton requesied, INciuding e gates set for e period ‘{
‘ *for the exercise of public rlghts been prowded for the external auditor? ;

ihte_rnal Audit Report | l 'Haveall highlighted boxes been completed bythe lnternat audltorand explanaﬁoﬁs prowded"(

4
|
\
|
|

UU\JUU“ l % l UJ Oll, Dtﬂlclllt‘illl \U \‘UIIIUSI LIIG ICQPUI 10C lD HU l!GD ﬂll GAPICIIIOI.IUII UGGID PUUIIDIIGU “
. I P . . 1 3
' Section 2 |Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before !

! ; presentation to the authority for approval?

Haq the nuthr\nfu s annroval nf the accoiinting statements heen canfirmed l
| by the signature of the Chair of the approval meenng‘? 1

‘{ﬂdb dil U)\}JldlldLlUll Ul blyllillbdltt leld!.lullb UI:I;-‘II pUUIIbHﬂU wi e n::quin;:d':

'Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87

\'\\\‘\ \\;a

E ections 1 and 2 ‘ | Trust funds — have all dlsclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

. 1sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested. |

|
{
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? }

*Rnvarnanca and Arcnuntahilitv for Smallar Authnritioe in Fnaland — a Practitinnarce’ (Guidea tn Pranear Practiroc

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

ColLERST PARSH CoMNCLL_
Witeos // Ca\elgj- Fbw;b\n. lincansa < - qov - Lk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’'s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective Not
_Yes No* | covered™

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
| expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly‘-
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and

VAT appropriately accounted for.

. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

__G;__

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.
|. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

NAN AN EYANEY AN AN N

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance
I review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)
| L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period
were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

<l SIS N

|
|
|
1
|
|
|

O. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data
‘ compliance.

P. (For local councils only) Yes No__Not applicable|
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. | ?

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
Q®.ol. 226 ANDRESA ST

Signature of person who

carried out the internal audit Date 23 . 6L, ZO'L‘"

*if the response is ‘no’ piease siaie ithe impiications and action being iaken to address any weakness in coniroi ideniified (add
separate sheets if needed).

*Nota: if the response |

-~ - Al s b

- W asbe s e e mnd v bt b eI el et A dem Ml e ] b B B ey
TESpGNST is NiGL Covereu '.Jleﬂal'; SLGIE WIS ui@ MOSL recent inmeimar audil WO Was GOne in this area and winen it is nex

if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

ColEeER PARISH oundcl

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
resnact tn the Annmlnfing Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2026 that

‘Yes’ means that this authority:

‘ 1. We lave pul inplacemnangemanisfonsifoclive fvanclyl

management during the year, and for the preparation of

i the arcniintinn ctatements

|

MG G IO G U Y DLORGT G D 1 DU Ui s |

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

.‘2 We maintained an adequate system of internal control
| inclidinn meaciirace dacinnad tn nravaent and deterct frand

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

I

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility [
far eafennardina the nihlic maneyv and resniireec in 1

its charge.

"

of actual or potential ncn-compinance wnth laws,
reaulations and Prooer Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this

authority to conduct its business or manage its

(LRI TRIOICE

e gl e e

complied with Proper Pracnces in doing so.

Ve aridig e CH e isa i1

\
|
1
|
|
=
|

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
UIT SATILISE Ul BITLLUID 1Yo il atuuludahive will uic
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

| during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to

HISTUL diU dOR UTOLUUVHID allUUL Uild duiinivi iy & aveiulile. |
|

_—

|
5 VYO CLalhiCu Jul dil ad3TO0111ITIHIL Ul UIC 1HIORD 1aLill '9 unos | I I LIS CGU i GG UTHIGTIICU LG 1 e et i JLHGH 11ano it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those , i | faces and dealt with them properly.

| ricke inchidina the intradiiction of internal cantrale andiar | i
| external insurance cover where required. ! ' i
| . Wi rnaintainan thennhnist tha vasr an adanists and | | aronand fir 5 pamnatnnt Rerenn indonnndanf oF e Branain] |
| effective system of internal audit of the accounting i : controls and procedures to give an obfecrrve view on whether !
i records and control systems. i | | Internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. !
i 7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 1|
| in reports from internal and external audit. ! . external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or | disclosed everything it should have about its business activity |

[
1
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either !
‘ during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
| this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

B R L TR T IS P P

(For Iocal counclls only} Trust funds mcludmg
eharitalle. i Sur capacily as Sic suip managing
| trustee we discharged our accountability
resnonsibilities for the fund(sVassets includina
financial reporting and, if required, independent
| examination or audit.

during the year including events taking place after the year
end it relevant. |

has met aﬂ offrs responmbrimes where asa body

MU L e

|
|
|
S e ey i [

trust or trusts.

P e U gy G

1

i 10. We have put in place arrangements for the effectlve IT
| and data manaacement in accordance with proper

E practices during the year under review.

v/

|
|
|

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data |
manaaement and has comolied with nroner nractices in ]
doing so.

*Plaaca nravida avnlanatinne ta tha avtarnal auditar an 2 coanarate choot far oacrh ‘Nn’ raennnca and dacerrihe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Gnavarnancea Statement

Thin Avemiial M acinvmmman Cbnbmmammt titmm mrmmemsiad A~
v

meeting of the authority on:

7.0 .28l

and recorded as minute reference:

S\l . o k:.\'t

| ©immad Ky,

]

4~ A Dlmels, A b m A~

o
Pl - - - - . o -

approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

W // coleloy . par;c\n-\\-;\f-‘-c\'\aht.ha' Cch- Ll
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March 31 March Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
2025 2026 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
£ £ must agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year i
forward \y239s \ (© {3 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree |
; to Box 7/ of previous year. }
| 2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 1‘
Levies [l 'ZSO l&ciq received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants \
received. i

3. (+) Total other receipts | Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

‘8 SCD \\TS OS the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any

grants received.

4. () Staff rocte Tnotal eypenditiire nr navmente made tn and nn hahalf
\i7 e KUats

L{fs L‘- b L‘,_%LI,Z_ of all employees. ln_c!u:_ie gross salaries and wages,

emplovers NI contributions. emplovers pension

contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

i
i 5. (-} Loan interest/capital | Totel expenditure or payments of capital and interest
‘ repayments o O made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).
‘[ 6. (-) All other payments Total ex i ] |
(- penditure or payments as recorded in the cash- !
| l‘a Stb 22&:;&::,‘1 lese staff costs {line 4) and loan intorost/capita!
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) BalainLes cairied Tulai balarnives and ieserves al liie end ol lie year.

forward oD | |WLYSZ. mustequal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
- | L

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts. cash

short term investments \ Lo LB lq,\l_gz holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
Iana term investments ‘ F (2 280’ ‘ E £ 2 ﬁ | up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as af I
and assets | 31 March. :

| 10. Tota! borrawings | Theo cutstanding capial balance:as at 31 March sfalllonns I
; O ) from third parties (including PWLB). |

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the
L accounting statements above
‘ exclude any trust transactions?

L A A A e R mldmmd DA R memle AL dlam A mmmy vemdiem . - . ) - . ~ .

AU Y L U e Y CNOC3 U0 tiGiGh eve v uic 1 AGTSun i 15 CE LU WAl IS ALLUULILTIY Oldlel i welt
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability | approved by this authority on this date:

Datiivin bmvia lhaam meamarad an nuﬂnnr ~ wamaintn AnA s A e A b |

Retufh have been prepared oh cither a recoipts and paymants

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 27 065 207 (=
Ceovornance and Accountability for Smaller Authoritice 2 | *

Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly i

the financial sosition of this autharity, as recarded in minyte reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being &\ lo=i = L (

e m mrathin B B Alem oAl o B B m e
M CITIHILCU WV WIC autiive IL, o np'uiuval.

Qinnod kv Thair Af tho maatina whara tho ArcAnintina
<Igned Iy L nalr o7 Ine meeLng Where e ACCOLNENG

Statements were approved

e W1 0S. 2026
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of CoLer PARISH OunNal-

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQO). A limited

assurance review ic not 2 full statutory audit it does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The LK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is annronriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsibie for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Covemance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAD website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsibie for ensuring hat iis financiai management is adequaie and efieciive and ihat it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Mioper Mractices which!

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibiiities as external auditors.

2 Externai auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26
| (Except for the matters reported below)™ on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
|our opinion me INformanon in Sections 1 and Z of e Annuail Governance ano ACCoUNtaniiily Kewrn IS in accoraance witn Froper Pracuces ana

no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concemn that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropriate).

I
|

| (continue on a separate sheet if required)

[Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: =

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilitties under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

[*We do not certify completion because:
| |
| |
: |
|

| 1

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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